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Since the introduction of the green revolution in India, in the
seventies of the last century, the subcontinent became self-
sufficient in food production. This despite the rapid population
growth. However, this green revolution had some unintended
and unwanted impacts on arable land, including some negative
ones, like the excessive use of agrochemicals on soil stuctures
and microbial components when maximazing crop yields. This
resulted in realizing the utmost importance of sustainability of
the production systems. The author of this book, in summarizing
our current knowledge in different soil microorganisms, used for
all agricultural acitivities, including horticulture and forestry, un-
fortunately forgot to cover the microbes of marine biotechnology.
The ten Chapters of the book starts with historical perspectives,
followed by the description of physico-chemical characteristics
of soil and its different groups of microbes up to the complex sys-
tems of soil–plant–microbe interactions. The third Chapter deals
with one of the most important acitivities of the microbes of the
soil, nitrogen fixation, unfortunately not mentioning the fact
that fitness of in vitro selected nitrogen-fixing bacteria is notdoi:10.1016/j.sajb.2012.03.006competitive with their wild type variants. Chapter 4 is devoted
to the phosphorus “life cycle” in the soil, while the following
three Chapters cover the plant growth promoting microbes in-
cluding the use of microorganisms in biocontorols, even in
weed control. Chapter 9 summarizes the data on agricultural
waste decomposition by microbes. The final Chapter provides
an overview on mass production of microbial inoculant with spe-
cial attention to their quality control.
The book could serve as a good source for students in the
field of microbial biotechnology and as a basic reference, espe-
cially for BSc students who are getting started in this very im-
portant field of science. The author, who did an excellent
coverage of the literature, was faced with the problem of how
he should handle the vast amount of literature in the field. He
concentrated mainly on Indian publications and included only
limited and very general, but excellent text books in the field.
It is a shame to neglect the vast achievements from the last de-
cade, published in top journals. Contrary to this weakness of
the book it will serve as a useful addition to University libraries
around the world.
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